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. To the HonounApLy the 


Houſe of COMMONS 


- »P 7 
1 1 
4 - 


Rach IP ds of your Gin. 
mands to preach. the following 
ermon before you ; and as you had 
not, Al., the Opportunity of hearing 
it, 1 take the Liberty to requeſt your 
attentive, JEN of it; not for the 
ſake'of any Exce ency in the Com- 
poſition, (for it is a very imperfect 


one, drawn up in a ſhort Time, and 
Kh, an Ind ifoofition of Body), but 


out of regard to the great Import- 
ance of the Subject Matter of it. 
There are Hints ſuggeſted: to your 
Conſideration, which, I hope, you 
will not ſlight, but by your Wiſdom 
improve to thoſe good Purpoles 
which I moft fincerely intended in 


2 0 2 H 


giving . 


> oh D.I.CA4.T1ON 

iving them. No an, living has 
mofe Veneratian, Aon Fl ave, for 
Hut bority : n Man more Honour 
for the Di nity of a Britiſh Senate, 
"wh are 1015 e of the 
"People, and the Guardians of their 
Liber ibs. „ in all reſpects, wor thy 
of our higheſt Eſteem, But, as 
vou. owe your Seats in Parliament to 
our Freedom, and act there in our 
Read, and on our  hebalf, it is Our 
natural Ri 7 to page Senti- 
ments ieeh to you... But, on this 
Occaſion, 1 have, A "as «ble. Right, 
and ain under a 5 ty deen, 

to do it; as an Engl Wn and a 
Miniſter of God's Mord. As an 
90 i/Dman, Who has. his. All de- 
pending 5 50 your 1 5 L may. 
without O ence, ſpeak my Opinion 
concerning our Fe ag Condition 
in our Civil , As a Preach er, 


EF muſt [peel boy Idly, Pugh to 
Jpeak, in reſpect 7 4, 1 

can never be a Fons me for 
proph- / Heng Deceit, a nd his is no 
Time tor pal le Peha, We 
are, 


"IC" 


eligaon.,.. wilt. 
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DEDICATION. 
are, I am fully perſuaded, in the 
moſt imminent Danger of Deſtru- 
ction; and our Danger is the 
greater, becauſe we do not ſeem 
to be duly ſenſible of it, or not 


duly affected by it. Without a 


Change as to our religious Beha- 
viour, God will moſt aſſuredly lay 
his avenging Hand on us; and 
without a Change of Morals, and 
ſome of our Meaſures, we ſhall as 
certainly be deſtroved by the Force 
of natural Cauſes. Why I am of 
this Opinzon, any one may ſee that 
will read my Sermon. But in re- 
{pe& to ſome of our Meaſures, I 

haveexplained my Sentiments more 
at large, and in a more proper 
Place, in the Conſequences of 
Trude, &c. which Scheme, I pur- 
poſe, by God's Bleſſing, ſtill farther 


to inlarge. I never had above one 


ſingle Point of View in my publick 
Conduct; and that was, to do as 
much Good as I could pothbly, 
without any regard to my Intereſt 
in Z7hzs Lite; and I am thoroughly 

con- 


DEDICATION 
convinced, that if I can be the 
happy Means of giving Gentlemen 
a right Notion of thoſe Matters, I 


ſhall do greatly more Good than it 


is poſſible for me to do in any other 
Way; be a Benefador, not only 
to zhis Nation, but to the Liberrzes 
of Europe, and the whole Proze- 
[tant Cauſe. I am, 


1 


GENTLEMEN, 


With the moſt /mcere 
and profound Reſpett, 
e much Honoured, 
and moſt Obedient, 


bumble Sac pb: 


W. Webſter. 


This js the Lox s doing and it is marvellous, 
in our Eye. N 


This is the Day which the Lo RD hath made: 
we will rejoice and be glad init. 


* 


| HESE Words are ſo very applicable to our 
| preſent Meeting, that they are not only made 


Part of the Service for the Day, but are cited 
| in the A of Parliament which calls us toge- 
ther on this Occaſion. They are Part of a con- 
gratulatory Hymn on account of David's full and 
3 Foſſeſſion of the Throne of -//-ae! and 

And whether we conſider the Circumſtances of 
the King of Iſrael and the King of England, the 
Manner of their Eſtabliſnment upon their Thrones, 
or the Conſeguences of it, there is, in all theſe 
Reſpects, a very great, and, I wiſh I could truly 
add, a perfect Similitude between them. As to 
the Condition of the Two Monarchs, they were, 
both, hunted, like Partridges, upon the Mountains; 
they were, both, driven for Shelter into the Woods, 
and moſt obſcure Corners of the Earth; they were, 
both, marvellouſly protected by the Divine Frovi- 
dence ; they were, both, forced to take Refuge in 
foreign Countries; even among the Enemies of the 
true Iſrael of God; and, both, returned to theu own 
Land, and to the Enjoyment of their Dominions; 
and how much more . wauld it be to the 


Me- | 


1 
* 


(2) 
Memory of our reſtored Monarch, if the Parallel 
could be extended to the Piety and Virtue of the 
other Royal Fugitive, if he had returned to his 
Country with the ſame religious Gratitude to God's 
Goodneſs in protecting and reſtoring him, and with 
the ſame affectionate Zeal for the Honour of his 
Laws, and the Purity, of his Worſhip! How much 
more happy for his Country, if his 2 eign had 
been as ſucceſsful and proſperous as that of David! 
But let his Blemiſhes be treated with Tenderneſs 
for the Sake of his Father's truly Chri/tian and truly 
Royal Virtues and Sufferings, who was both the moſt 
ſhining Ornament and the fouleſt Diſgrace to this 
Nation, As our Hiſtory will inform lateſt Poſterity, 
that at ſuch a Time there ſat 8 the Throne 


l a eie 6 IN nelle 
England, a Prince who pore y underſtood the 
Grounds and Principles of his Religion; who had 


Senſe and Divinity enough to have qiſcharg d, nay, 


k 


nds + in} Van ITT 3.2 4. 
and adorn'd, the firſt Poſt in the Church; who was 
, 4 ID TJOEIZLLES1 Nine #64 a 218 tips ad "ow 
as zealous, as he was an able Advocate for-it ; Who 

. [ TY! ds} n y wy 8 111 eee ö 
lived a bright Example of its Precepts, of tlie Hu- 
mility and Charity and other Virtues, of a private 
Chriſtian, as well as of the moſt reſplendent and 
exalted Virtues of a Sovereign; who, at laſt, died 

. . 4 DLL. 1 of 
a Martyr, with as much Reſignation and. Courage 
as any Chriſtian, or Hero, ever ſhewed, either in 
the Field, or on a Scaffold; When they ſhall con- 
ſider alF the Perfections of this admirable Prince, 

1 Ne i Ip $5.70 P WP al a. 2403 >; ON 43 
they may apply to the Nation what the. Queen” of 
Sheba ſaid of the People of Tfrael, on account of 
i * 10 ; TY 14 + L446a34 is > 3D £ Sl Said 8 
ing Solomon; * Happy were thy Men ; happy 

% were thoſe thy Servants that ſtood continually 

k TY ; 7 971 7 raren ee | . 
<« before thee, and that heard thy Wiſdom Bleſſed 
<« be the Lonn thy Goy which delighted in thee 
« to ſet thee on the Throne ef -theſe K ingdoms z 
c becauſe the Loꝶ p loved them} therefore he made 

q 11 . 14 4 Press, Win * 116 ö 
the King to do Juſtice and Judgment.“ —— But 

where ſhallwe find 4 Parallel to match the Folly and 

: 5 : | y 11441 &s n 1 . e 41 Wicked 


* 


(3) 


Wickedneſs of thoſe infatuated Rebels, who, as 
inſenſible of their own Felicity, as they cem'd 
to be of his Virtues, ſhametully and cruelly con- 
demned him as the worſt of Criminals, and, with 
one of the . beſt of Kings, deſtroyed the moſt ex- 
cellent Conſtitution in the World. —— Yet, in 
the midſt of Judgment, Gov has remember*d Mercy; 
and after the Nation had long groan'd under the 
moſt oppreſſive Miſeries, reſtored to the right Heir 
his Crown, and to the Nation its happy, Eſtabliſh- 
ment. For this wonderful Act of Gop's gracious 
Favour, we have been returning our joint Praiſes 
and Thankfgivings 3 and in order to preſerve and 
improve our grateful Senſe of our great Obligations 
to Providence, and to remind ourſelves of the right 
Uſe that we Sughd to make of this bleſſed Event, I 
Thall, 5 8 

. Tale notice of God's Gene of States 
DS. Kingdoms, and of the legible Characters of a 
divine, Interpoſition in the Reſtoration, of aur King 
and Government. —— “This is the Lok p's doing ; 
ee this is the Day which the Lord hath made: 
And | it ought t to appear maryellous 1 in our Eyes, thar 
we may fee _ 

SUL What great Reaſon we have to be ghd and 
rejoice. in it. 

8 The firſt Reflection chat naturally ſugge efts 1 its 
ſelf to us on this Occaſion, reſpects Gob's Govern- 
ment of States and Kingdoms, and the le gible Cha- 
radters of a Divine Interpoſition, which appear in the 
Reftoration of ous King and Government. , Without 
a due Senſe of theſe Things, we cannot, in à pro- 
per manner, kee > this joyful Feſtivity. Unleſs we 
look up to the Omnipotent, though inviſible Hand, 
which conducted and aided the external Inſtruments 
of, the Reſtoration, let our Apprehenfion of the Bleſ- 
ſing be ever ſo clear and, ſtrong, Go will loſe the 
Glory of his Power, and Wiſdom, and Goodhefs, 

B 2 and 


(4) 


and eue Wall be wanting in our pious Acknowledg- 
Bk 1 1 — Aoſe all the religious ſes of a firm 


there op r e Power which can 
tect , if we ſeek. and take care to 
95 hi e agg thatall the Force of human 
Power can never ſecure. a wicked 
Saat from Wh Divine Vengeance. To deny this 
Doctrine, is to reproach the Liturgy, the Laws, and 
the Legiſlature, with the weakeſt Folly, or the moſt 
— —— Hypocriſy. The Service appointed for 
the zoth of January, prays thus, Wie thy ſinful 
<« Creatures, here aſſembled before... thee, 8 
e the Behalf of all the People of this Land, hams 
« bly confeſs, that they were the crying Sins of. the 
tb acer which brought down this heavy, Judgment 
<«apon us. But, O gracious Gop, when thou 
<« makeſt Inquiſition for Blood, lay not the Guilt of 
& this innocent Blood to the Charge of the People 
of this Land, nor let it ever be required of us, or 
« our eee »» And the Service, for this: Day, 
48 well as the. Act, appointing the Uſe of it, in 
the ſtrongeſt Terms, a aſcribes the Ręſtaration to the 
ove 80 Hand of God, and expreſly acknowledges, 
that God has, in all Ages, ſhewed forth his 
« Power, and Mercy in the miraculous. Deliverances 
« oh his Church, I in the Protection of righteous 
and religious Kings and States, Profeſlings Bis 
« holy and eternal Truth.“ And; this is no 
more ng what has been, and. i is ſtill, the univerſal 
Opinion of all Ages and. Nations, proſeſſing the 
Belief of a Deity; and the Romans, in particular, : 
aſcribed the great Succeſs of their Arms to theqar- 
ticular lefling of Heaven upon their Pieij and Virtue ; 
and in Limes of Danger and Niſtreſs from ill Suc- 
ceſs, all Nations conſtantly, mputed it to the Anger 
of the Deity, whom they endeavoured to appeaſe by 
the richeſt Sacrifices, The Doctrine, therefore, of 
Wehe an over-ruling. Providence; eſpecially .1h _ 


43 


to Kincs and KING DOous, is not, as ſome _ 


ſinuate, a ſuperſtitious Notion, or a Notion 
- to Chriſtianity, but an Opmion univerſally enter- 
tained, grounded upon the Belief of a Gop, and 
inſeparable from it; for, as to any Purpoſes of Re- 
ie and Society, the Belief of 4 "hay who, like 
Epicurus's'Gods, is only an unconcerned Spettator of 
his Creatures, is of no Signification at all; ſo that all 
ſuch Notions are no better than Taff ones, and 
their Patrons declared confeſs'd Enemies of their 
Country. — If we look into the Bible, Gon's De- 
clarations are too expreſs to be contradicted, and too 
awful to be unaffecting. He not only declares his 
Sovereignty over the whole World, but the A 
Exertiſe of it; that the Riſe and Downful of King- 
doms, are the Effect of hir Power; that he miuſter- 
eth e that Be ſends chem and gives them 
Succeſs.” : | 4 
The Laer of his FW Fuds ements and Mer 
cies are but one continued Series o Conde from 
the Beginning of Nations. A wicked Pedple lever 
failed of being korrecteu; and, if theirs Chaltile- 
ment did not bring them to Repentance,=-when the 
Meaſure of their Iniquity was filled up, they were 
utterly deftroyed; but a religious and pious” Nation 
was as conftantly the Object of Gop's Favour and 
Protetiiom- No Nation ever ſuffered'a publick Viſt- 
i, whoſe Sins did not deferve it; nor Ws ever 
Nation, eminent for Religion, unrewarded with 

0 Br Binge from Gop. Thus it ever hat been, 
and thus/ it ever 2077] be, becauſe" this" Method of 
Procedure is founded upon tlie e of 
. Goy's Juſtice, Purity, Au FHolineſs. Fit will 
always be equally odieus to the Deity; and Vitthe 
always equal acceptable te itt; chere II aht 

be the Jams ' Reaſon Why God fheuld Vi. dicate the 
Authority of his Goverment, and'aflrt the Honour 
of his Zatos, by taking Notice o. 2d 


Il ickeanels 


L& 421 1241 741 ane 
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Miekadueſi and Heh Senda „He, hinaGlfs has 
told us, that this is the Courlecofthis:Condutty and 
given us the Neaſon of it ; and as that Reaſon muſt 
always, hald equally, wel may be aſſured, that his 
Conduct will be always uniformly the ſame. He de- 
chres His 'Judemints to bè ſent fur the Puniſhment of 
thoſe Nations who did not acknowledge his Go. 
vernment of the World, who did not ſeet to him, 
and truft in him, for his Affiſtance, but relied: ſolely 
on their own Wiſdom and Force or who rendered 
themſelves obnoxious to his Difpleaſure by their 
Wickedneſs, frequently giving a black Catalogue of 
thoſe Vices for which he 3 and, con- 
n every Nation, under the like Circumſtan- 
ces of Iuiguity, may be aſſured of the ſame Treat · 
ment. Whenever they were penitent, they never. 
failed of God's Mercy; and we may with equal 
Certaimty upon the ſame Principles conclude, that his 
Bleſſing ſhall never be wanting to a religicus People. 
As he has always acted after this manner, he will 
always continue to do fo from the ſame Motivesy 
his Nature and the Nature of mas and Virtus 
Den immutable (a). DOT se 2.1 NW 
The Manner of God's interpoling with national 
Panifbrhenrs; and national Bleſſings, is not now ſo ex. 
traordinary and miraculous, as it was formerly under 
the Jereiſb Diſpenſations neither Aae ſame 
nen | for it. | The n were Te ſeparated: from the 

g une Nas 
(a) Whoever compares God's Devhaititions and dhe Hiſtory of 

| his Government with the preſent corrupt State of Europe ana the 
Antichriſtian Conduct of Princes, Pen be Convinced, that we: 
have Reaſon to expect the ſevere Chaltilements,” if not "the 
total Ruin of moſt of the Governments, Which, as ufual, he) 


will execute, by making them che Inſtrumenis of each other's 


Ruin, This is not the els, but the more: likely to be true, becauſe 
Mea will not believe it, ſuch obdurate Blindneſs being a for 


Prognoſtick of theſe Piſtreſſes; "and ff wwe take 1 Cue 
View of br own Coane in theſe TOP he bas cat very 


reſt 


CF) 


reſt of the World in order to preſerve the Know- 
ledge and Worſhip of the rue God and chexsfore 
theſe niraculous Interpoſitiohs /i ini Favour or D f- 
vour of them, cither to ſubduectheir Enemies, or 
deliver them into their Hands, accerdinggas they 
kept td their Religion, or lapſed into ui ιν ποh¹%ð 
was a natural and effectual Means of awakening: the 
Attention uf tlie ĩdolatrous Nations about chem, and 
convincing» them, that the Gop of Iſrael was the 
onyo true Gop, the whiverfal Lord of the Whole 
Eartlii. But as Mankind, at preſent, ſtand im no 
Need of any ſuch extraordinary Means of Con- 
viction, they are no longer afforded them ut Men 
are left to believe upon the Evidence of a ftanding 
Revi#ation, ſufficiently confirmed ; and, having ſo 
much | Reaſon from | facred and profane Hiſtory, 
and from che. Attributen of God, to be: ſatisfied; that 
His true Religion and Morſbip Thall always» be the 
Object of. Gobꝰ's pecuhar Care and Protection ; and 

that the Denial of his Aunburity, and the Viola 
of his Lauug will always feel the Severity of his 
udgments ; we have reaſonable Motives for Hic, 
for an awful Dread of his Hudignation, and an uumble 
Truſt in his Goodneſs, tho' he does not rain dowri 
Fire from Heaven to conſume us; tho he does not 
divide the Sea; open the Rocks, ſend down Manna, 
or by an Angel ſtrike 200, ooo Men dead for aur 
Deliwerance: And we are not, we eſpecially of ibis 
Nation, are not without Vſtances of [Deliverances; 
almoſt miraculous; ſo very extraordinary, that the 
Events cannot reaſonably. be accounted, for in a 
merely human Way, and where there are obvious 
Realbiis;” draun from undeniable Frineiples, th fup- 
poſe a Diving Interpaſition. 56) 5 as Hog 10 avi [£10 
1 If we gocback to the Reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth; it wilt afford us plain Marks of the Divine Af. 
—— Ibo the Reformation 


- 
* " 


ſiſtance and; Protection . Tho”. | 
was begun in Henry che Eighth's Time, it was inter- 


(8) 
rapted in Queen Mary's, but happily, tho? with 
great Difficulty, eſtabliſhed by Queen Elizabeth. If 
we conſider the then defenceleſs State of the Nation, 
the Number of Enemies among ourſelvet, and an 
almoſt univerſal Combination of Foreign Powers 
apainſt us, our Ruin ſeemed, in an human View, 
ſo probable, that when Spain fitted out their IxVIx- 
cisEE Arnada, they ſent it with as much Confi- 
dence of Sbcceſs, as if their Errand had not been to 
conquer, but to take Poſſeſſton. For the 5 
great Events, Gop always makes Choice of the 
fitteſt Means, and by inſenfible Ways aſſiſts them 
in the Execution. Our then glorious Princeſs was 
raifed up by Providente, and fitted, like Cyrus and 
Mexander, for carrying on the Deſigns of 
God, reſpecting the true Religion, under ſeemingiy 
inſuperab Di 8, which her great Abih- 
ties, aided by the Power, and directed by the Wiſ- 
dom of the ALlMI ORT, at laſt ſurmounted. Her 
Wiſdom taught her, chat there was 4 Wiſdom and 
Power fupertor to any thing that is um, and to 
— 1. gave the . When her 
Enemies th imputing their 
Defeat to rn ht ſhe reckoned it ber Heut 
"Glory, that ſhe was under the Divine Protection, ſhe 
triumphed in That Glory, and ſtruck a Mada to 
make a publick Acknowledgment of it. 

Tn the next Reign, the Diſcovery of the "Gun- 
powidey Plot may be imputed, as it was then, to Gon, 
1 * Inſpiring the King with a Divine Spirit to inter- 

*<- pret ſome dark Phraſes in the Letters, above and 

«- beyond all ordinary Conſtruction,“ This was 
the Language of thoſe Times ; this was the Legil- 
lature's Opinion, and this is ſtill the Opinion gf 
all ſober and ſerious Perſons. — And how eafy is 
it for Him who made all the Faculties of our Minds, 


imperceptibly to inlighten them? And how reafon- 
able a Suppoſition 18 it to imagine, that the great 


Governor of the World ſhould interpoſe in . 


ad AA r ay pt Ny Wi 112 Ae 3151 
bt 1 to his own. Honouwr,-the FIN 
of + his crue Religion, and the Cod of — 
dns? I might haye added, of a great many more, 
whoſe Fate depended upon that of England. Inſtead 
of dffpuring with, our Maxzs, the Glory,of, theſe 
885 let us, who ſhare in the happy Fruits of 
them, celebrate the Praiſes of our Benefactor, and 
endeavour, by our Thankfulneſs and. Obegience, 

to render ourſelves, worthy of their Continuance. . 
The Reforatimm was in many Parts of it very 
wonderful; but I, FLA! Are, your Obſeryation 
; particularly to the King pe and Preſervation 
9 ONE e Halle 2 Werke, nd to Rv tate of 
Jation At very Time when King was 
Called Bo In readin over the en of his 
_Efeap e, i is difficult to lay, * FW feel moſt 
1 ge 75 DA Dan r una- 
1 — 


7 wir] p. 26 65 expreſ 
Ti. wk were the Particulars of te ing 
from ſuch Variety of Dangers 
1. and 5 1 Ions as cannot Bop parallelled in Hiſtoryz 
o chat he 75 to be all the Way guided and 
"46 ed by Angels from Heaven. It muſt 
L be am to all Poſterity, that among ſo many 
„ Perſons of mean Condition, of ſo contrary. Keli- 
ions, among ſo man Women, and other timo- 
rous People, who were frightened at the very 
of Death, that among ſo many broken 
and * Perſons, to whom. a great Reward 
. Was fo tempting, not a fingle Perſon offered to 
KC betraf him. Let Infidels, if they can, account 
for this in a natural Way, agreeable to the Experi- 
ence which we have of the uſual Behaviour of Man- 
| Kind under the like Circumſtances. 
And it is almoſt as wonderful, that he was not 7. 
Jaſſmated, or poiſoned abroad ; or, indeed, that he- 
| C 


W 
ve” 


Was 
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was not demanded by the triumphant and dreaded 
Uſurper, and delivered up by ſome of the Foreign 
States. The Uſurper was bold enough to dare to do 
any thing, and they ſhewed themſelves mean enough 
to ſubmit to any thing. As to the Dutch, it is no 
Wonder that a Republick ſhould diſlike and ſlight a 
King. It is true, they were under very great Obli- 
gations to this Nation. Queen Elizabeth ſupported 
them in their Infancy againſt the Tyranny of their 
Spaniſh Maſters, and they have ſince received many 
Advantages from us; and, in Gratitude, the Crown 
of England might demand their utmoſt; Aſſiſtance 
againſt its rebellious and tyrannical Subjects. But | 
Gratitude, like other Virtues, is very ſeldom the 
Growth of a political Soil: Self-Intereſt, with a nu- 
merous Retinue of Succours, is the natural Product 
of it, and uſually cultivated with much Art. For 
ſome time they did not think it their Intereſt to 
countenance the baniſhed, . perſecuted Prince; and 
therefore they were willing that he ſhould ſeek for 
better Friends in ſome other Part of the World; 
till they ſaw that his Reftoration was unavoidable, and, 
then, \upon the ſame Motives that induced them be 
fore to be ſo very unneighbourly, they ſent great 
Compliments to 1 5 at Breda, and afterwards paid 
him great Honours at the Hague, Ne their 
Joy in very high Terms. 
The French King was not only a Neighbour under 
the Ties of Charity, but a Brother King, and a neur 
Relation; to whoſe Friendſhip our diſtreſſed Monarch 
was as juſtly intitled by the Claims of Aﬀfmtity, as 
he was to'his'Afitauce by the Laws of Nature. But 
with Stateſmen, Nature and Arrixirv have often 
as little Force, as Obligations. Notwithſtanding all 
theſe Conſiderations, they were true to their ſtanding | 
Maxim of Iuteręſt. They received the Uſurper's 
Embaſſador with the greateſt Solemnity, and en- 
gaged, by Treaty, to exclude out of their Domini- 
x ons 


(17) 


ons our King, with his Brothers, and all his Relati- 
ons and Adherents, except the Queen Mother herſelf, 
who was both a Native and a Daughterof France. 
But, no Wonder that, for Reaſons of State, they 
ſhould baniſh him the French Dominions, when by 
fomenting our unnatutal Diſturbances, they had con- 
tributed towards his Baniſhment from his-own King- 
doms. This, you will think, was going great 
Lengths, but they were lo intent upon their political 
Views, as. to forget all Kinds of common Decency; 
for, with an Eye to the advantageous Treaty (in 
which Way they have always been more ſucceſsful 
than by their Arms) their Embaſſador in England 
not only paid moſt fulſome Adulation to à moſt gran- 
nical Uſurper, but called his Uſurpation, a juſt Go- 
verument (a). Thus forſaken of his Neighbours, 
of his Nieten of his Relations, the untortunate 
Fugitive wandered up and down the World, with a 
Price ſet upon his Head, among Strangers, among 
Enemies, from whom the beſt Treatment that he 
could well expect, was, to receive h,, += 
And, yet] for ſeveral Vears, the Divine Providence. 
ſupparted: this forlorn Prince, and guarded him from 
all Pangers, till he placed him in Safety, in Pro- 
ſperity. in Glory, upon the Throne of his Father, 
and bbeſſed the Nasen with their antienti.Goverys! 
ment and Religion. So truly may we apply the 
Words of my Text, Ibis is the Lord's. doing, and 
it is marvellous in our Eyes, &c. to 201 I 5: 
But we ſhall not have à full Sanſt,of, the. Shars 
which Providence had in this marvellous Work, with», 
out att to the Time and Manner of its Ac- 
Js iſhment. Gay brought the greateſt Order out 
of-t ſt Confuſion, ALMos r inſtantancouſy; 
as: Nee he ſaid, Jet there be Light, and there was 
weir e 12 Bay had "Hater aer to 
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of ſuch Inſtances there” axe, hot ny in the; Bible, 


| UNC of, the 
Firſt Joſt. his 


quit the Chair, and bid them all go about. their, Bu- 
ſineſs. They chatged the King with, Supex/tizign, 
and Gop, in his Vengeance, gaye them up Ad 
4 A2 Die 494)! MI. Sia 2444 * n  & * 
Enthuſiaſm, as ever infected and. infatuated. a Set of 
Men, They went further'in ther, Accuſation, and 
DONE 225 A elt 4 imputed 


(13) 
imputed to him, as well as #0 Archbiſhop Lau, Por 
iſh Principles and Deſigns ; and, as a guſt Judg- 
ment upan the Nation for the unjuſt Murder of 
thoſe faithful Friends to the Proteſtant Religion, 
the Baniſhment of the Royal Family into Popi 
Countries we came to be in real and minen! Ban- 
ger of having For kEkV eſtabliſhed among s. When 
the King made Overtures of Peace, (and he often 
ET en norm 
neſs than rudence ey 
. wh him, tho? he Was a Perſon of the 

riteft Veraciiy; and they were afterwards fo po / 
25 as to believe S 11 Sypocritcal Pretences, 
_ great Talent and Engine of Government was, 
s Diſfſmnlation. In ſhort, the grievous Op- 
. of the Nation were in general appoſite to 
the Crimes which the Sufferers had committed 
againſt the King; as almoſt the whole Body of In- 
dependents, Ana be 2 Quabers, and other e 
whom he had ſet up, and who. had ſet up him, 
confeſs, in a mournful Addreſs to King Cbardos the 
Second at - Bruſſels, inviting im to come home 
row nap them out of the Hands bd che Op- 
. . 2 
125 But, though the Boch of che bft hadreaſoncobe, 
and were very well diſpoſed towards a Reſtoratiou, yer 
thoſe n, and. Authority were as much avere 0 it. 
Human Wiſdom could not foreſee how, they could be 
reconciled to it, or how it could be effected without 
their Conſent. Nothing but that zhnite Wiſdom, 
which form'd a beautif World out of a rude Chaos, 
could' btiag the ſeeteſt Harmony out of che moſt 
Jarring Intereſts. General . 2 the grand Human 
Inſtrument by which Gop ht aur Deliverance, 
Was, like all other Inſtruments. of Providence in the 
Accompliſhment of ſuch important Events, as well 
fitted,” as Man could be, for che glerious Part which 
he bad to act for Gov, his King, and his Country ; 


but 


( 14) 
but, particularly, in reſpect to his Prudence in con- 


cealing his Deſigns, and judging rightly of his Op- 


rtunities. He had all the impenetrable Secrecy of 
Cromwell himſelf, without his Hypocriſy ; and, in 


Juſtice and Gratitude to his Memory I ſpeak it, no 


Man ever acted ſuch a Part, under ſuch Men, with 
ſo much Honour and Honeſty. But, though I am 
fully convinced, myſelf, and have convinced many 
others (), that he always intended to reſtobe the Kine, 


wiencver an Opportunity ſhould ſerve, yet I agree 
with the able Hiſtorian, < That no Man living, 9 of 


« himſelf, could have Wiſdom enough to fotelee, 
or Underſtanding enough to contrive it.” — And, 
therefore, not unto his Inſtruments, but unto the 
great Diſpoſer of all Events, let us, with the pro- 


foundeſt Reverence, and the warmeſt Gratitude, 


108 
\" 


aicribe the Glory of it. A Gl 
And, while we are enumerating the ertraord hr 
Bleſſings with which Gop has diſtinguiſhed theſe Na- 
tions, I ſhould think it inexcufable if I omitted — 

mention the Revolution; as that is another 
memorable Inſtance of the Power, and Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs of Gop : And, as it requires our Tribute 
of unfeigned Thanks and Praiſe, ſo, I hope, Lam 
willing to hope, that our lateſt Voſterity will ſe the 
gracious Ends of Providence anſwer'd by the Preſer- 
vation of that admirable Conſtitution in Qureb and 
State which has been ſo wonderfully ſecured to us. 
If it be poſſible for a People to learn Wiſdom from 
Experience, we of this Nation may ſee that a Com- 
montuealth and a Popiſh Prince are utterly inconſiſtent 
with our Safety and Prof! perity; as the "Reſtoration 
and the Revolution may be a Caution to future Princes 
and Subjects how my male men e the 
Liberties of England. ” 18 ditt 
Cl See Profie: to eee Liſe the General. - 57 
19 Ai Fot %% Gag o. PR Ace 
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I have taken up thus much of your Time to very 
little Purpoſe, if you are not now in a Diſpoſition to 
rejoice and be glad. Your Thoughts have been car- 
ried back to recolle&t the. Calamities, which, in all 
human h robability, we. ſhould have been bewailing, 
if Gor had not, as on this Day, reſtor'd, and after- 
wards as marvellouſly preſerved, to us, our antient 
Government and Religion ; and, ſurely, theſe Re- 
flections, are matter of the moſt ſolid Comfort and 
Satisfaction. We ſhould be very auworthy of ſuch 
great Bleſſings, if we were either inſenſible of them, 
or unaffected. by them. Happy are the People that 
are in ſuch a Caſe * but the greateſt Ingredient i in 
our Happineſs is this, that we have all along, in ſo 
diſtingulching a manner, Bad the Lok p for our Gop. 
Inſtead; of lying at the Mercy of a wild Euthuſiaſt, 
or a Popiſb Bigot, to live under the mild and ſafe 
Temperature of a limited Monarchy, of a Monar- 
chy limited in the wiſe/t manner; to have Rights 
and Properties preſerved to us by Laws of our own 
maſing, inſtead of being governed by the arbitrary 
Will of fallible Man, liable to be intoxicated and 
mad ftantick by the Poſſeſſion of abſolute Power, 
executed hy the Agency of a military Force; to have 
the Prerugatiuèe of the Croton and the Liberty of the 
Subject ſecured by ſuch an even, ſteddy Balance, 
that neither Scale can preponderate, without a great 
deal of Folly and Wickedneſs in that of the People, 
and ag * Miſmanagement in that of the Prince; 
but, above all, to exchange the Fumes of Fanaticiſmmand 
the Superſtition. and Idolatries of Popery for the pure 
and priautive Doctrines of Chriſtianity and a reaſonable 
Worſhip happily compoſed of Necency: and Simplicity; 
theſe are ſingular Advantages, in themſelves ſo very 
valuable, that we ought to be tenderly affected with 
Joy and Gratitude. But, when we conſider theſe 
Advantages as ſecured and conveyed down to us by 
the viſible Hand of Gop, our Joy muſt needs 5 
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its great Bukvark 


Trat of our Religion, and of its eſſential Poctrines 
have been as ably defended by found: Le: 
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(160 
He Sester, 5 We Have Reaton' to Roß bp che 1aftic 
2 15 rotection for their 428 Preſetvanod: 
Tie we fooliſhly throw them away by our ill Con- 
Guck, or by our ickedneſs proyoke 18098 to Ge- 
Price us of them may We not piouſly believe, tllat 
we ſhall continue to x the Objects of his peculiar 
Care as we ſhall be the Marks of his ſingular Ven- 
geance, if we wantonly abuſe. the Riches, of his 
Mercy and Lovingkindneſs. We have hitherto, 
like the J, of old, been the favourite People of 
Go, beca wuſc, like chem, Gop has made us his In- 
ſtruments in the Preſervation: of the ire Religion; 
-xnd; while we continue to qualify ourſelves do an- 
foyer thoſe gracious Defigns of preſerving and Pro- 
pagating the Chriſtian Religion in its original Puri- 
ty, the Gates of Hell ſball never be able to prevail 
- againſt us. This Church and: Nation have — — 
againſt its moſt dangerotis En 

che Church. of Rome. The Seed of the 0% Ne 
here been watered with. the Blood of Mariys and 
ers; with noble, with #oyal Blnad.. The 


as they have. been piouſly any a gd. Li 


But, as 4 Go did not make Choice of tho Hraclites to 
be e Reo ont of 85 wu (ry Fendneſs 
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.) Boſides that Chriflanity has long been 28 


Purity, and more ably defended in this, than in any ether Na- 


tion; beſides that we have been the great Support of the Pro- 


teſlant Religion Abroad ; we have, moreover, ſome good 


rounds, from the Nature and Situation of our Country, to 


conſider ourſelves as the fitteſt, natural Inſtruments - for Provi- 


dence to make uſe of for the Preſervation and Propagation of the 


true Religion; for which Reaſon, Mr. Selden, and Mr, Hildrep, 
(in his Book upon the Times of Antichriſt) obſerve, That ſo much 
is faid of che Ves of the Sea, in the prophetical Writings. We 


are à Country, bleſſed by Providence above all other Nations, 


and diſtinguiſhed by an invaluable and peculiar Produce, by 
means of which we are capable of doing, by natural Means, 


under 


1 
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for the j and Climate of Fudge, ot out of any 

. 9 for eaſons reſpecting the 
Kas Nee nd W /orfhip; of the true Cod, and al- 
ways. bleſſed, Or pumiſhed them, whenever they 
anſwered, or fruſtrated thoſe Ends ; &, neither has 


unde without an extraordinary Aſſiſtance; I mean, of forcing 
the Balante of Power out of all other Hands. And, having no 
Intereſt to induce us to aim at ani verſal Monarchy; we are more 
likely ta propagate Religion and Virtus. The Balance of Power 
mult he in the Hauds of the French, or of Us. We know 
what Sort of Principles they propagate, in order to gain their 
Ends f ah how: the Paps have corrupted Chriſtianity. If ace 
hold the Balance, we have no political Deſigns upon our Neigh- 
Pept : Which, require. /»fide/ity and Irreligion to carry them on. 

pr org God Almighty, in his Government of Szates 
1 5 , had always a ReſpeRt to the Reception of Chrifti- 
any; 1 hs Elablihment of Grit, Kingdom, we have 
Reaſog to ſuppoſt, that in his publick Diſpenſations, he has frce 
had, and ever, will have, the fame relative View, to the future 


Pref and further Propagation of it, And, as his Wiſdom 
"has d 1 ied ut from all Fir Nations, by fetin ing us, in a 
Peculis mer; for thoſe Purpoſes, this Ane, as-d Means 


Abturally gait for ae Ends, is a reaſonable (Ground: upbn 
dale e U ey whptivt Argument, that God intends to 
e K 


ſe of us. g's „Mr. Selden, takes Notice, 
Ln oy 85 tre Was no ſooner 4 ed from Judab, but the 


true Religion Yew" throgh a7! other Nations, and Fred itſelf 
os, „ ace appointed by Divine Providetice 


„ 


ontiniance."' And Mr. Hildrep, in che Book above- 
W , is of Opinion, That, in the dreadful Diſtreſs of 
ions, at the coming of Auticbriſt, this Country will be the 
happy Alam for the Elec, and the grand Inſtrument of Gon 
in about thoſe bleſſed Times of Pract und Pe, faction 
-which"ave'\'ts ſucceed: that ſhore, but exceeding hot-PerſecuriSn. 
This is 4 moſt comfortable Confideration under our preſent Dan- 
gers, as it gives" us Hopes of a Deliverance. A ſeere Chat- 
men for bur national Corruption, we muſt expect. This I 
am ds certain of, as that hee Go and — — Word is 
eur; — —.— delieve, that it will be rievdns 
or great ee but not 2 coal D Det 
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Go e Frottee, what 90 othet Nation 3 is able 
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bel RR" 15 | Td by tis fin Pro 
tection, Tor atry other Confidetations'thal vinng 0 


been a fit Inſtrument e e e s o 
dence to preſerve his rue Religion a Us. 6 
theref6re"'the Ch/itzon Religion; inftead of bel 
preſerveddl and adorned, 55 pain deitied ar 


inſulted, its Ordinances ne irs” Frecepts 
violited 5 if” ined” of Huck ring 55 Divike Pro. 
tection and Favour by frequent” and” fervent 
Prayer; we make a Mock of all publicæ and 
private Devotions ; if tlie moſt daring Sins which 
always broüght down national Judgments,” grow: , 
prevalent: among, us ; can we expect to be e wp 
with ſingular Bleſſings and Honours ?' Or can we = 
pect to efeape” the common Fate of other Wicke 
Nations? We can, at the beſt, only hope fof ſore 
ſevere Correfion, that may be the means of Ne e. {A 
formation But, if we go on from one Degree 
Wickedneſs to another, we ſhall grow 7 a I | 
geance, and, inſtead of ſuch an 8 9 e 
verance as we have often experienced, we, hall 
judicially delivered up as a publick Mark-of d al be. 
R Heaven ' and Earrb may 2% way", A 
every Created Being is capable of "Alteration ; 45 
Selfrexiſtence is immutable. If a Wicked e 
not... be. reclaimed. by his Correeting Rod, his en., 
diftive one will Deſtroy us.” By dus ſingulat"B/efſhng 
and Deliverantes we ſeem intended by P 1 
for his Choſen Nation; but his Hand is not ſhoxtened; 
he can raiſe up another Nation, tho? not '#aturally Si 
fitted for it; make them the Preſervers of his 2 
Religion, and turn our Captivig, as. he did, chat of 
the Fee 5570 into a means of promoting it. Or, if we 
ſhould b ſo impolitick as not-only to weaken ourſelves, 
but to — our Strength into the Hands of thoſe who 


92 


are our immutable, and moſt formidable Enemies, there 


will beno Occaſion forany other Judgment from Heaven, 
but only to leave us to fall a natural Sacrifice to our 


Own 
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own _ and Madneſs (d).. Or, if upon political 
thoſe, Vices ſhould ever be encouraged: which : 
ob al hare al 9 ,deſtroy, a Nation, cn 
bee expect, that Gop ;thouldrinterpoſe and 

che common Courſe of. Cauſes and, Rflects oniy 

tom hes a fooliſh and Wicked Peaply from, being 
over:run. by. a foreign Power, or from falling a Frey 
N ck. l Fa eee 9 2 1 
will not only render us xious to a judicial Fi 
tion, , deſtroy us of itſelf. Voluptuouſueſs 
and Luxury in 1 8 (at this Time prevailing ta 
an extrauagunt Height, even to a Degree of Mad. 
neſt) cyer were, and ever muſt be, the Ruin o fa 
Peoplæ. Unibinting, or dgſigning Men, may from 
thence. argue, that there is a great Flow of Hi 
ain 5 but thoſe-who. have more enetration, 9 
uch intemperate Cravings, after expen- 

Plealunes,, are no more an Argument of u,ljꝑα 
NR 4. roracious Apperiee at the! Cloſe; of 


wo 1 ef ip; OF 16 oo 3 iV 
11 chi that Hiſtory: Na. ge uch another 
ink 91 Poll ly and Madneſs, as we are and haye 75 for ſome 


Preduchi, beyond aby Natich in the World. We 


tine i of Folly Bleſſed with Advantages, as to our jon = 
ps the 
richeſ 


and moſt. potent People under the Sun, if we e 


enopgh to i rove thoſe Ac antages. Yet, inſtead of the i 
Plettty, nec 2 — raiſe 7 for the 8 fee g 


ment, an 5 9 5 t of our Poor. Inſtead of giving Daw 
3 hk. other Nations do not care to enter Fs 1777 Th 
We have, a A re Neiglibour, whoſe: be Point 
bas been, for e paſt, and will be, as longlàas wW 92 
I ny us ; and Ne r not only treated t emes 
4% But Enrich'd thi ith 6ur Product and Money , ſuffering , 
2 to manufacture the former, and drain us of the 1 tter,*for '/ 
the Swper fluities 4 of Life ; nay, even in thoſe Inſtances, where w. 1 
fin Pe be wer well. ſu ſopplix ed at Home., We have ſome iMoney 


tion. and we are To buſ 10 ſcramhli for. it, that 
a reſentiti6tis cannot ok our Eyes 8 1 == 


gere Ist poſſible for any hing to look more Tike'a Tudictat | 
Blindne/s, and Infatuation Sil Na Ie! 4619112 $150 WOW 04 13G 
9191.4 [depart em "fas AG SMIMMTIIUO Oi 
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Conſumption is a Syrtiptom of Strength (e). For the 
Ifruthlof theft Obſervations, Fapptal 2 
15 ol Things, and the Hiſtory of che World. i E may, 
wWirhout the leaſt Degree of Raſtmeks;] challenge: all 
- MapRie fe diſproue — 2 rand in Gonſeqnence 
of them may as ſafely pronounce: thoſe: w:be! the 
0 ee Auer to t heit 2 encourage 
 Irrel39%1; \ahd Humorality; and thoſe . br its. beſt 
Friend, who; by vindicating the Truth and Honour 
of Religion, by an holy and god Life, and byitheir 
"ardent Addreſſes to Gop, endeavour to bring down 
his Bleſſing upon us, and e e the Practice of 
-- thoſe Virtues which are both acceptable to Him; and 

have a natural Tendency to promote our Ha 
T is the right Way, of being farhful Subjects, 
and tie Nun, dy m glatt 
And without this habitual And Practice 
4 r Religion, there can be no ſuch Fhing as a 
1 ſteady and uniform Juttgrity u Fake away. Neli- 
3% Sion, and Ne 1 no ge that can regu- 
nie * 0 rt, toi . CUT» e | ia 
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* ). nah many es bailt fe Bibi aboyy thi 18 ity, 

40 the Number of Perſops who reſoit to them, the quipages 
y and Dreſs of the Company, all this would induce A. Stranger to 
Iz agine, that the Nation is in a moſt Honriſhing Condition; 
and A orver converſes (which Perſons in High Life, ſeldom have, 
Or. delge to ave, the 1 io of 52 with: 5 
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Maut Wants. 4 As it is natural for Laſeriors to have the lame 
Appetite towards, ſen ual Enjoyments, and an Inclination to 
imitate, their” 'Reirers, and to be in their Company, Trade/- 
people will be as forward to ſtrain their Purſo and their Credit, 
for the ſake of appearing among them. and ſharing with them 
In their Delicacies of Life.” But, what infinite ill Conſequences 
muſt. theſe” _Things' prodace't, 4 | Bxtravvagance | Freer beget Ne- 
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(a) 
in rush indnee every: e of the 
Community ta conſultothe CGοον Oh 1 
/ and! of ane another In ſeme Caſes it would; os 
the read Intereſt af pat tiaular Ferſons to act, in 
Oppouſition. to: the Intereſt, of their Country, /; or 
a Fellow Member::106:4t ; and in all ſuch Caſes, he 
would as 'neanfſartly} purſue; his own © Happineſs, 
| asca Stone falls to the Ground by.. the Laws 
_ ofoGravizditien? And, if we conſider how often, 
thro want of Thought, or Judgment, or thro the 
| Inpetuoſity and Irregularity of their Paſſions, Men 
may make a vrong Eſtimate of their ſolid and laſt- 
ing Imereſt, they would! frequently be tempted to 
n e a more conſiderable, if gemdle, Point to ſome 
prefent Advantage. Tho there lies, perhaps, but a very 
A Space between them, yet the W Beck 
ſtrikes ſo ſtrongly upon their Attention, that thę mo 
1 Gift: (Gne!.) is not 8 all, or not 7 et 
itude ; by which means (as Hiſtory informs us) 
Men ob Senſe may be led into Meaſures, that, in a 
little Time, — be deſtructive, not only to the 
Community, but to their own Families and them- 
Joon * b this Bottom of ore N Vrre- 
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_ £a/fities, and NecaFtin will, bevet, indirect Means of ſupplying 
them in priclate Life, Injuſtice and Fraud; in 85 rs 
 Dependincyi:nnd! Arms eiae So, many agreeable Obi 1 ds and 
ſuch inchanting Sounds daily ſoliciting their Senſes Wi inflame 
all the; irregular. Paſſione, create a, perpetual. Thirlkt after Pleaſure, 
Aan — of Confinement and, Buſineſs, diſſipate . ſober and 
ſeriaus Thought, Which is as. neceſſary to the cw Offices of 
Lifetas it is to n true religious Frame of Mind ; 3 enervate the 
many Genius of our Country, and every May dilqualify . the 
Members of it for a due Diſcharge of their ſeveral Þ Employments 
in it... — And. eftcem it none of the leaſt. of the many ill 
Confequences attending theſe grand and expenliyc Amuſements, 
that they may miſleatl gur Governors into 4 falſe and dangerous 
Miſtake concerning our Condition. 

ö Fbough this may ſometimes be the Fe yet eech. 
chey tee) the fatal Jendency of their Schemes, , and gg on in hopes 
thatthe Publich will be abie to live out {ber rags, Though: in 
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made up to 0” him by his future F Fon 
greareſt mngirert. Advantages' more than balanced 

. to wary in; ' Beſides, that, theſe wal by 
T; Tilt, ting the Ae Paſſions, will 
pu "his M rh 105 a Capacity of Judging more truly 
of His Inteteſt, upon the Whole, even with: . 
to tempord? Advantages. Indeed, it often; happen PERS, 
that thoſe who make great Pretences' to; Re, ian, - 2 
are artful ; poeyries, and the more dexterous an = 
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State Jorfpbiltty, can hardly conceive the Pöffibility of Tofing © 
all Hamnity cards their Fellow /Sabjetts, 'Kihdizels for their 
Friend, and Affection for their Children and Relations} Adw they: : 
can be un moved at the Thoughts of intailing Miſery 24 
many Millions, upon Ages yet unborn, only for the fake of 
acquiring Things of no Signifvanty towards varlena ? Happineſs: 
Honours, that are quite foreign to our Nature; ¶ Muence, that is 
always ſuperfluous, often injurious, ſometimes fatal; Grandeur, 
that is not only empty, but burdenſome to a truly wiſe Man, 
whoſe Happineſs conſiſts principally in having the Command of 
his own Time, and knowing how to employ it to the Improve- 
ment of his Mind ; in acquiring the Government of himſelf, 
and not in having others ſubje& to his Will. But, thoſe who 
have ſeen and obſerv'd the Conduct of Mankind, mult be con- 
vinced, that human Nature, ing hackney'd (as Shakefpear ſays) 
in the Wa ays of Men, grows blind to its own true Felicity, and 
dead to all Tenderneſs towards others. If any ſuch ſhould chance 
to look into theſe Papers, I only deſire them to conſider, that their 
ſeliiſb Scheme, calculated, as it is, for a very ſhort. Time, wall, 
vet, moſt probably operate too quick for their oxwn Safety. 
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